Inflammation of the visceral pleura, a nonspecific asbestos-related pleural reaction: chest radiograph and computed tomograph correlation.
Nonspecific pleuritis, i.e., inflammation of the visceral pleura, is recognized by the presence of pleural strands on the routine posteroanterior chest radiograph. The computed tomograph counterparts of these strands are seen as interlobular septal intrusions and lenticular or wedge-shaped subpleural opacities. The pleural reaction is nonspecific and may be found with asbestos exposure, traumatic hemorrhagic effusions, pulmonary embolism, viral pleurisy, malignant pleural effusions, and lupus or rheumatoid effusions. The asbestos-related pleural changes may be found alone or in association with parietal pleural plaque formation or with asbestotic lung fibrosis.